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Most vegetables can be planted from July to
September for a fall harvest.

Check “days to maturity” and count backward from
the first frost.

The following monthly planting
dates are based on Zone 6a.
e Plant 1 week earlier in Zone 6b
e Plant 1 week later in Zone 5b
e Plant 2 weeks later in Zone 5a

(Always adjust based on local weather

conditions.)

Soil temperature is more important

than air temperature.

o Cool-season crops germinate best

at 55°F+

e Warm-season crops need 75°F+
Warm soil speeds germination and

reduces disease risk.

improve in flavor after a chill.

Cool-season crops tolerate light frost and often

Start spring transplants indoors approximately 4 weeks
before outdoor planting. Check the seed packet for

exact timing.

Harden off plants 7-10 days before transplanting

outdoors.

Cool-season crops = leaves, stems, roots (lettuce, kale)
Warm-season crops = fruits (tomatoes, peppers, corn)

Plant Plant Plant  After Frost:
Peas Carrots Swiss Broccoli ~ Tomatoes
Spinach Beets Chard Cabbage  Peppers
Lettuce Radishes Potatoes > Kale Cucumbers
Garden Tasks Onion Sets  Spinach (0] Bush Squash
) Garden Tasks z Beans Eggplant
o Soil Tegtd Thin Seedlings Garden Tasks
repare beds Mulch Harden off Plants
Clean tools Start warm crops indoors Thin early seedlings
B0l Planptumpkins Plant (Fall Crops) Plant (Fall Crops)
ole i
Radlshes Lefctuce Broccoli  Collards
()] Beans Sweet Turnips Spinach
c Melons Corn > Garden Tasks Kale Beets
= Garden Tasks 3 Weed routinely Garden Tasks
Water regularly Harvest often Continue harvest
Scout Pests Fertilize if needed Monitor for pests & diseases
Stake tomatoes & peas Monitor for pests & diseases
E Plant - Garden Tasks qh) Garden Tasks
0 Garlic (OB Harvest remaining crops 0 Soil Test
E Cover crops 0 Clean beds E Mulch garden
() Garden Tasks B Amend soil with organic ) Clean & Store tools
'5- Remove spent plants O matter > Review season
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) Watch for first frost O Mulch garlic (o) Plan next year’s garden
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Average Last Spring Frost

Zone 4a: June 1- June 15
Zone 4b: May 25 - June 10
Zone 5a: May 20 - May 30
Zone 5b: May 10 - May 25
Zone 6a: May 1- May 15
Zone 6b: April 15 - April 30

Average First Fall Frost

Zone 4a: Sept. 5 - Sept. 20
Zone 4b: Sept. 10 - Sept. 25
Zone 5a: Sept. 20 - Oct. 1
Zone 5b: Sept. 25 - Oct. 10
Zone 6a: Oct. 6 - Oct. 21
Zone 6b: Oct. 15 - Oct. 31

*These are approximate
ranges for most years
across each zone*
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Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender
identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status. Issued in
furtherance of MSU Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Quentin
Tyler, Director, MSU Extension, East Lansing, Ml 48824. This information is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial
products or trade names does not imply endorsement by MSU Extension or bias against those not mentioned.
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	March
	Plant
	Peas Spinach Lettuce

	Garden Tasks
	Soil Test Prepare Beds Clean tools


	April
	Plant
	Carrots Beets Radishes Onion Sets
	Swiss Chard Potatoes Spinach

	Garden Tasks
	Thin Seedlings Mulch Start warm crops indoors


	May
	Plant
	Broccoli Cabbage Kale Bush Beans

	After Frost:
	Tomatoes Peppers Cucumbers Squash Eggplant

	Garden Tasks
	Harden off Plants Thin early seedlings


	June
	Plant
	Pumpkins Sweet Corn
	Pole Beans Melons

	Garden Tasks
	Weed & Mulch Water regularly Scout Pests Stake tomatoes & peas

	September
	Plant
	Garlic Cover crops

	Garden Tasks
	Remove spent plants Watch for first frost



	July
	Plant (Fall Crops)
	Radishes Turnips
	Lettuce Spinach

	Garden Tasks

	October
	Garden Tasks
	Harvest remaining crops Clean beds Amend soil with organic matter Mulch garlic


	August
	Plant (Fall Crops)
	Broccoli Kale
	Collards Beets

	Garden Tasks
	November
	Garden Tasks
	Soil Test Mulch garden Clean & Store tools Review season Plan next year’s garden
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